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RELIGION’S ECOLOGICAL PHASE SUBJECT OF UM LECTURE 
MISSOULA—
“The Massive Mysticism of Stone: Religion’s Ecological Phase” is the next 
installment of the President’s Lecture Series at The University of Montana.
Larry L. Rasmussen, Reinhold Niebuhr Professor of Social Ethics emeritus at 
Union Theological Seminary, will present the lecture at 8 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 1, in 
the University Center Ballroom.
Rasmussen will describe the ways inner and outer landscapes are interwoven. 
He will give examples of how a planet in jeopardy from human hands has provoked an 
ecological phase among world religions and how this phase speaks to forces destructive 
of earth’s communities.
The event is the Brennan Guth Memorial Lecture in conjunction with UM’s 
Environmental Studies Program.
Earlier that day from 3:40 to 5 p.m., Rasmussen will give an afternoon seminar 
in conjunction with UM’s Philosophy Forum. The seminar, titled “Song of Songs: 
Environmental Activism by Religious Communities,” will be held in Gallagher
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Business Building Room 123. He will discuss religious communities engaged in 
environmental justice on four continents.
Rasmussen is well-known in the theological education and Christian 
communities for his many works on ethics, morality and their history in Christianity. 
He is the author of the book “Earth Community, Earth Ethics,” which won the 1997 
Louisville Grawemeyer Award in Religion, and co-author of “Ethics for a Small 
Planet: New Horizons on Population, Consumption and Ecology.”
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